BOOK LOVE: BUILDING READING LIVES THAT LAST

“I loved those British and American books; they stirred
my imagination, but the unintended consequence is
that I did not know people like me could exist in
literature. So what the discovery of African writers did

DEVELOPING DEPTH, STAMINA, AND
PASSION IN ADOLESCENT READERS

for me was this: it

saved me from having a single
story of what books are.”

BOOK CLUBS

~Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
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OCD and anxiety disorders… + poetry and resiliency

“It is impossible to talk about the single story without
talking about power. How they are told, who tells them,
when they are told, how many stories are told are really
dependent on power…the single story creates
stereotypes and the problem with stereotypes is not
that they are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They
make one story become the only story.”

~Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

“The draw is that I’m a
disobedient woman. The draw
is that I’m fat and I’m speaking
authoritatively to a man. The
draw is that I’ve refused to
back down even after years of
punishment.”
~Lindy West
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“The consequence of the single story is this: it robs
people of their dignity. It makes recognition of our
equal humanity difficult. It emphasizes how we are
different rather than how we are similar.”

~Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

a girl who lives in a bubble… with a compromised immune system

“Blue, for example.
Like the color the sun
makes the sea. Like the
beach bucket he wore as
a hat, king of the tidal
parade…I thought blue
was mine, and that we
were each ourselves,
and that some things
could not be stolen. I
thought the waves
would rise up, toss
down, rinse clean, and
that I would still be
standing here, solid. I
was wrong about
everything.”
~Beth Kephart

“Gripping and
poetic, This Is the
Story of You is
about the beauty
of nature and the
power of family,
about finding
hope in the wake
of tragedy and
recovery in the
face of
overwhelming
loss..”
~Amazon review

“I slipped my hand
into hers. A strange
and unfamiliar feeling
ran through me. It felt
like the ocean, like
sunlight, like horses.
Like love. I searched
my mind and found
the name for it. Joy.”
~Kimberly Brusker Bradley

“Grandma Harless used
to tell us about special
animals, spirit animals—
she said they were born
into the world to helps
one other being…she
said it was beyond our
knowing, something
only the spirit animals
knew. ‘Beyond our ken’
was what she said.”

“She’s it. She’s my everything.
She’s the standard by which I’ll
judge beauty for the rest of my
life. I’ll measure every touch to
her breath on my skin. Every
voice to her voice. Every mind
to her mind. My measure of
perfection. The name carved
into me. If I could, I would lie
with her under these stars until
my heart burst.”

“It’s like on Star Trek: the Next
Generation, really. We’re just
floating in space trying to
figure out what it means to be
human. And clearly I need
more time to float. When I’m
ready to take a step, though,
Sol will be there to help me.
The world is big and scary and
unforgiving. But we can survive
out there.”

~Kathi Appelt & Alison McGhee

~Jeff Zentner

~John Corey Whaley

“It’s okay to be addicted to
beauty,” Mom says all dreamy,
“Emerson said ‘Beauty is God’s
handwriting.’” There’s
something about her voice when
she talks about being an artist
that always makes me feel like
the whole sky is in my chest.
… we’re laughing and then the
laughing dies out because who
knew kissing could be like this,
could so alter the landscape
within, tipping over oceans,
sending rivers up mountains,
unpouring the rain.
~from I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson

What do we know about reading?
• Reading is an act of
transaction (Louise
Rosenblatt) between
reader and text. The life
experiences of the
reader impact
comprehension as the
reader creates a new
text while reading. This
is not right or wrong,
but rather the process
of constructing
meaning.

understanding differences
increases empathy:
fill your classroom with books
that challenge assumptions

Theme
book talks
show
students a
range of
complexity.

“With Euphoria, Lily King
gives us a searing and
absolutely mesmerizing
glimpse into 1930s New
Guinea, a world as savage
and fascinating as
Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness, where
obsessions rise to a
feverish pitch, and three
dangerously entangled
anthropologists will never
be the same again. Jaw-

“Euphoria is a meticulously researched homage to Mead’s
restless mind and a considered portrait of Western
anthropology in its primitivist heyday. It’s also a taut, witty,
fiercely intelligent tale of competing egos and desires in a
landscape of exotic menace…” ~New York Times Book Review

droppingly, heartstompingly beautiful.
I loved this book.”
~Paula McLain
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Many narrators require frequent shifts in
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track their thinking in writing
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“Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have
been used to disposes and to malign, but stories can also
be used to empower and humanize. Stories can break
the dignity of a people but they can also be used to
repair that broken dignity…when we reject the single
story, when we realize there was never a single story
about any place, we regain a kind of paradise. ”

~Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

