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Carter, Te. I Stop Somewhere. New York: A Feiwel and Friends Book, 2018.                                                                                          
Ellie was bullied throughout elementary and middle school.  Now that she is starting high school 
she’s hoping to go unnoticed, to get through the day without becoming the focus of other’s bullying 
or laughter.  But then she meets Caleb who relentlessly pursues her. Caleb and his older brother are 
sons of a wealthy member of their small town and are used to getting what they want.  Ellie thinks 
she and Caleb have a budding romance; she begins to feel wanted and loved.  Caleb sees her as 
another victim for he and his brother to rape. The author examines the ugly world of rape culture 

and the victims of rape who are often blamed for what happens to them.  I won’t give away the horrific twist to 
Carter’s story, but this is a topic that needs to be discussed in the time of the Me Too movement.  There are so 
many of our young girls who are lonely and vulnerable to rape; they need to know how to protect themselves 
from predators.     Audience/Buzz: This book is for upper high school girls and boys.  Librarians and teachers 
should read it before recommending I Stop Somewhere.  There is quite a bit of violence—kids will need to talk 
about this book after they read it. The author takes the reader into a world of poverty, privilege, loneliness, 
bullying, and violence. 
 

Crutcher, Chris.  Losers Bracket.  New York: Greenwillow Books, 2018. 
Annie’s attitude about family causes her lots of problems in her foster home.  She tells the reader, 
“I now live with another family altogether, which should be good news, but there’s something 
about real family: you’re connected, and that’s it.”  Annie lives with an upper, middle class family 
who give her lots of advantages, but she’s drawn back to her bio family time and time again, 
angering her foster dad.  Her bio mom is a larger than life character.  She’s drug addict, an unfit 

mother, a horrible example and yet Annie figures out ways to see her mother and her sister, Sheila.  Sheila’s 
placement in a foster home wasn’t as lucky as Annie’s.  Now Sheila is on drugs, has a small child, brings men 
into her home who are sometimes abusive to both her and her son, Frankie; she’s become her mother.  Annie 
has good friends, she’s close to her foster brother, she has the support of her social worker, she’s a great athlete, 
and she does well in school.  She’s got a future ahead of her if she can just stay out of her bio family’s messes, 
but when Frankie goes missing, Annie is right in the middle of the drama. 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ:  I would give this book to students in grades 8-12.  Subjects of foster care, drugs, abuse, 
relationships, family, and choices 
 

Currinder, Michael.  Running Full Tilt.  Waterton, MA: Charlesbridge, 2017. 
 Leo Coughlin’s older brother is autistic and has cognitive delays.  Leo’s and Caleb’s parents often 
expect Leo to watch his brother, knowing just how difficult Caleb can be at times.  When Caleb 
starts getting more and more agitated, he begins to attack Leo, going for his eyes and pounding his 
head and body.  To escape the beatings, Leo begins running, taking off and running until he and 
Caleb both settle down.  His running becomes a necessity and a passion; he joins his school’s track 

and cross-country teams and becomes better and better.  Caleb asks to run with him, and he too becomes a 
runner, doing well in the Special Olympics.  He still attacks Leo every day; Leo struggles to protect himself and 
to understand his brother.  An unexpected ending will surprise readers. 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ: Athletes, both boys and girls, will love this book.  The author was a competitive runner 
and the running scenes are well written.  But there is so much more than the running that makes this book well 
worth the read.  Subjects: autism, siblings, loss, relationships, friendship, track and cross-country, and training 
 
 
 
 
 



Desir, Christa.  Four Letter Word.  New York: Simon Pulse, 2018. 
Chloe lives with her grandparents while her parents are doing volunteer work in Africa and is 
having a difficult junior year.  She is desperately trying to hold onto a friendship that seems to be 
over, she has a crush on a young man, Mateo, who doesn’t seem too interested, and then another 
Chloe registers at her high school.  Chloe becomes OtherChloe, shadowed by a vibrant, exciting 
new Chloe who takes over their group.  When she convinces them to a play a game, Gestapo, things 

get out of hand.  It is boys against the girls, and anything goes. Chloe kept telling herself it was just a word 
game, but it was much more.  The new Chloe told them they should do anything possible to get information 
from the other team, insinuating that anything, even sex, is a means to an end.  While the group is 
uncomfortable with the game, the new Chloe is busy finding out the secrets of each member, secrets she uses to 
manipulate all of them.  When Chloe and Mateo decide to put an end to the game and to Chloe’s control over 
the group, they put in motion a chain of events that drastically changes their lives. 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ: This is a book for older teens mainly because of what I think are gratuitous sex scenes.  I 
wasn’t crazy about this book.  The main character isn’t very sympathetic, and her judgmental attitude is 
annoying. I also wonder if teens would go along with the game. Themes of friendship, group dynamics, power, 
belonging 
 

Grimes, Nikki.  Between the Lines.  New York: Penguin Random House, 2018. 
If you loved Bronx Masquerade, you will love Grimes’ new novel.  Again, she takes us into the 
lives of a group of high school students through their poetry.  Darrian Lopez dreams of writing 
for the New York Times so he’s surprised when one of his teachers tells him he needs to write in 
all genres, including poetry.  So when he hears about Mr. Ward’s Friday’s Open Mike, he 
transfers to his class and begins writing poetry and learning about his classmates as they share 
their life in poems.  He discovers Li Cheng’s sadness of losing her first language—“and I nod, 
silent/and ashamed/that my untrained/American lips/are unfamiliar/with my ancestors local 

lingo.”  Darrian begins to understand Marcel’s anger—“Quit asking/why I’m angry/or I’ll tell you./Then, you’ll 
have to change your ways,/only you don’t want to/’cause this system/works for you just fine/the way it is”.  He 
wonders at Val’s anger when she writes of her father—“You scribble critica/that questions/the measure of the 
man/but you’ve never/peeled back the pages/ of his biographia/You toss el libro/unto the trash heap/marked 
‘Immigrant.’” There are other young adults readers will meet through their poems as they begin to build a 
community of caring and understanding through their writing. 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ:  I would use this for students in middle school and in high school.  It would be a 
wonderful mentor text for writing poetry.  I can see teaching it as a class novel during a study of poetry.  
Subjects of identity, immigration, the foster care system, community, trust, the power of writing, racism, 
parent/child relationships, love, poetry slams 
 
 

Herbach, Geoff. Hooper. New York: Katherine Tegan Books, 2018. 
Adam Reed’s mom dies and his father deserts him, but his life takes a turn for the better when an 
American woman adopts him and takes him from Poland back to the U.S..  He struggles with his 
English, with school, with his anger, and getting to know other teens; basketball becomes his 
salvation.  He loves the game and is good at it.  It helps him with his self-esteem, in making friends, 
and in figuring out what is important in life.  When one of his Black teammates is kicked off the 

team because of a run-in with the police, a run-in that wouldn’t have happened to a white teen, Adam has to 
decide whether to show up for an important game or protest the expulsion by refusing to play.  Afterwards, he 
reflects, “But I do know I am something more than just me.  I know what injustice feels like.  I know I will fight 
injustice, and sometimes that means a protest and a battle, but I think many times that means just being a good, 
kind person in the world.” 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ: This is a great book for middle school and high school boys and girls who love sports. 
There is a strong female character who will pull girls into the story.   But it is also so much more than a sports 
book. The author examines issues of racial discrimination, the difficulties of immigrating and become part of a 
new community, family, friendship, and the haves and the have-nots. 



Hunter.  C.C.  this heart of mine. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2018. 
Leah MacKenzie carries her heart in a backpack—an artificial heart that is keeping her alive until a 
transplant is available.  Leah is finishing school at home, resigned to dying. When Matt comes as a 
substitute math tutor, the two talk about his father’s death and her very small chance of getting a 
transplant because she has a rare blood type, the same as Matt’s and his twin brother.  Leah and Matt 
both remember their attraction for each other years ago and find the attraction is still there.  Matt 

leaves with Leah’s phone number but decides not to call—his brother tells him their family can’t handle any 
more grief.  When Eric dies from what the police call a suicide, Leah gets his heart.  When she begins having 
dreams and connects them to Eric’s death, she tells Matt and discovers he’s having the same kind of dreams.  
They are convinced Eric’s death wasn’t a suicide.  The two of them set out to find out what really happened to 
Eric. 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ:  A choice novel for high school girls.  They will enjoy the love story and the mystery 
woven throughout the novel.  Subjects of love, grief, illness, suicide, guilt, and hope 
 
 

McGinnis, Mindy. this darkness mine.  New York: Katherine Tegen Books, 2017.                                                                                    
Readers are going to either hate or love this book.  The main character, Sasha, is working hard at 
becoming valedictorian, maintaining her first-chair clarinet, and keeping her relationship with the 
perfect boyfriend running smoothly.  But suddenly she is attracted to bad boy Isaac and begins 
meeting him for sex and motorcycle rides while she struggles to study and to practice her clarinet.  
She wonders why he knows her so much more than she knows him.  When she discovers she had 

a twin who died in the womb and was absorbed by her own body, she begins to believe her sister is the bad twin 
who is turning her bad too.  Then she begins to receive messages from her sister.  Readers who like 
psychological thrillers with a main character who doesn’t seem to have one redeeming character trait will enjoy 
this book.  McGinnis kept me reading, and, when I was finished, I had to reread the last page once more.  I 
couldn’t quite believe what I had just read!                                                                                                                               
AUDIENCE/BUZZ:  I would recommend this to older high school girls who like thrillers.  Subjects of family 
dynamics, secrets, illness, mental illness, friendship, manipulation 
 

Prout, Chessy & Ableson, Jean. I Have the Right To. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2018.                                                                                                                                  
Statistics tell us that 1 out of every 5 girls 14-17 years of age has been the victim of a sexual 
assault or an attempted assault.  Chessy Prout, raped by a senior boy at her private boarding school 
when she was only a freshman, was one of many girls assaulted at the school over many years.  
For years senior boys at the school played a sick game of Senior Salute—the way to win was to 
see how many girls one can have sex with before graduation.  Assault was too often the end result.  
Chessy and her parents took on her rapist and the culture of St. Paul’s School in New Hampshire.  

Chessy reported the rape and testified in court, but, much to her shock, much of the school community, both 
parents and students, turned against her.  Though her rapist was found guilty, he is out of jail and fighting the 
judgment handed down by the court.  Chessy becomes an advocate for all young women, speaking out about 
rape culture.  She has given hope and courage to many victims of rape.  This is her story of how she took back 
her life and helped others. 
AUDIENCE/BUZZ: I would recommend this book to girls as young as 7th grade through college-age women.  
I would also recommend it for young men.  It would give them a t perspective of  rape culture in America. 
Subjects of sexual assault, family, justice, the culture of schools that don’t deal with assault, hope, and how to 
organize for justice and education.  The Me Too Movement and the political fight over a Supreme Court 
position makes this book more than timely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Purcell, Kim.  This is Not a Love Letter.  New York: Hyperion, 2018.                                                                     
Chris wrote Jessie a love letter once a week.  Now Jessie is writing a letter to Chris, but it’s not a 
letter professing her love for him.  It’s a letter telling him what’s happening in their community 
since Chris’ mother reported him missing.   Just yesterday Jessie called a weeklong timeout from 
their relationship; Chris wanted her to follow him to college and to think about marriage.  Now 
she’s afraid that’s the reason he is missing.  If she didn’t tell him they needed a break, he 
wouldn’t have gone running along the river late at night.  She’s also afraid the same group of 

boys who beat him a few weeks earlier attacked him again.  Chris, a good athlete and well-liked student, is one 
of a few black kids at their high school, and some don’t like the attention he gets from college baseball coaches 
and the community.   Jessie doesn’t give up and pesters the police to investigate his disappearance. The more 
she learns about Chris, the more she realizes about herself and how much she didn’t really know about the boy 
she loved.                                                                                     
AUDIENCE/BUZZ: This is a choice novel for older teens.  Even though the narrator is female, there are some 
interesting male characters.  Subjects of relationships, hoarding, depression, racism, and choices   
 

Sutherland, Krystal. A Semi-Definitive List of Worst Nightmares. New York: G.P. Putnam’s 
Son’s, 2017.                                                                                                                                                          
Ester Solar’s family is dysfunctional to say the least.  Her father’s agoraphobia has had him holed 
up in the basement for 6 years.  Her twin brother, Eugene, is deathly afraid of the dark; he needs 
light 24/7.  Her mother is afraid of bad luck so spends her time trying to keep bad luck at bay.  
Each of them believes their greatest fear will kill them ever since her grandfather actually met 

Death. Ester hasn’t quite figured out what her greatest fear is yet, but she’s keeping a list of what scares her, and 
she avoids anything on the list.  When she reconnects with an old friend, Jonah, the two of them try to break the 
curse surrounding the Solar family as Jonah helps Ester face her own fears.  There’s some magical realism 
woven into the story; Death is an actual character.  The ending will surprise readers.                                                                                                                                      
AUDIENCE/BUZZ:  This is a choice book for high school kids.  Subjects of mental illness, friendship, family, 
love, magical realism, mystery, fear, overcoming fears                                                                                                  

 
******************* 

 
Chris Crutcher recently wrote in response to a commentary criticizing the dark themes of YAL.  Here is part of 
his response.  You can find the entire response in this year’s fall issue of Statement. 
 
Should you take time away from your computer screen to actually visit a public school classroom you will find 
yourself among one-in-three girls who have been in a significant way, sexually mistreated; one-in-six boys. 
Others will be living in homes exhausted by addiction. Others will be dealing with personality structures that 
invite mockery from their classmates. You won’t know who most of them are, however, because their best 
survival skill is control of their secret. Some will appear to be high achieving, model students, others will 
confound you with their confrontational behavior. You will be confounded because You. Simply. Don’t. Get it. 
The remainder of students in the class, those you describe as untraumatized, know these kids; share six hours a 
day with them. Stories that depict what you call “an unsavory world view” allow bruised kids to talk about - 
and therefore better understand - their own situations, and relatively unbruised kids to become more 
enlightened, and therefore, hopefully, more decent. 
	
You can find our past lists on our website—coloradowritingproject.org 
	


